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SUBJECT: LEGAL CHALLENGE TO REFERENDUM 
REF: A. GEORGETOWN 1563, B. GEORGETOWN 2061 

1 . ARGUMENTS BEGAN YESTERDAY (JUNE 30) ON A MOTION FOR AN 
INTERLOCUTORY INJUNCTION TO BLOCK THE CONSITUTIONAL REFERENDUM 
SCHEDULED FOR JULY 10 (REF B). THE HEARING OF THE ARGUMENTS ON 
THE MOTION WAS DELAYED BY THE COURT'S CONSIDERATION OF THREE 
PROCEDURAL MATTERS. THE COURT RULED AGAINST PLAINTIFF'S MOTION TO 
SHORTEN THE LENGTH OF TIME NORMALLY ALLOWED THE DEFENSE TO 
PREPARE ITS CASE, AND AWARDED COSTS IN RELATION TO THE 

MOTION TO THE DEPENDENTS. THE COURT ALSO RULED AGAINST AN 
APPLICATION BY THE PLAINTIFFS TO TRY AS A SPECIAL CASE 
ARGUMENTS ON ONE OF THE POINTS RAISED IN THE PLAINTIFF'S 
CASE AGAINST THE REFERENDUM. 

2. IN A RELATED LEGAL MATTER. DR. MAKEPEACE RICHMOND, CHAIRMAN 
OF THE LIBERATOR PARTY, HAS FILED A WRIT AGAINST GOVERNMENT- 
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OWNED NEWSPAPERS, CONTENDING THAT THEIR BAN ON PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS CONCERNING THE REFERENDUM IS UNCONSTITU- 
TIONAL. PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM ANNOUNCED THE BAN IN MAY, 
EXPLAINING THAT TO ALLOW PAID ADVERTISEMENTS WOULD FAVOR 
THE RICH (REF A). OPPONENTS OF THE REFERENDUM CONTEND 
THAT THE BAN GIVES AN UNFAIR ADVANTAGE TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

WHICH USES THE GOVERNMENT-OWNED PRESS AND RADIO TO PUBLI- 
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CIZE ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE REFERENDUM AND TO SUPPRESS 
REPORTAGE OF OPPOSITION ACTIVITIES. 

3. COMMENT: THE HIGH COST OF LEGAL FEES HAS BEEN USED 
IN THE PAST TO ADD AN ECONOMIC PENALTY FOR INDIVIDUALS AND 
GROUPS RASH ENOUGH TO CHALLENGE PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM 
AND THE RULING PEOPLE S NATIONAL CONGRESS PARTY THROUGH 
THE LEGAL SYSTEM. 

BURKE 
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